Sir,?At a meeting held to discuss the very serious position of the Queen's Hospital for Children, and attended by the undersigned, and the clergy and ministers of all denominations of the surrounding poverty-stricken districts, it was decided to ask you to emphasise our conviction that ?the proposed closing, owing to lack of funds, of half the beds of this great children's hospital would be nothing less than a calamity, more especially so at this season of the year.
Anxious as Ave are to avoid partiality for one hospital when all are doing such excellent work and are so greatly in need of further help, yet we nevertheless strongly feel that this hospital, being one for children, and they of the poorest class, together with the fact that the crisis in its affairs is co grave, the time so short to meet it, the sum required so large, demands from us special consideration at this time.
Knowing the poverty of the district as we do, and realising what it means to the children to suffer illness in their homes?often, alas ! used also as the workshop of the family -?we would urgently plead that the appalling consequences subsequent to the closing of half the hospital may be averted by generous contributions towards the large sum of ?4,000 being forthwith sent to aid a work concerning which we cannot speak in too high praise, and the interruption of which would mean pain and suffering to a class which appeals to all our hearts, the children of the poor.
The amount must be raised before the 31st inst., and we hope that a ready response may be made to our united
